
 

 Mission:  
Connect Transit provides safe, reliable transportation and access to opportunity to 

strengthen and enrich individual lives, our community, the economy, and the environment. 
 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
Connect Transit Board of Trustees, Regular Session 

February 27, 2024 – 4:30 p.m. 
Connect Transit Board Room, 351 Wylie Drive, Normal, IL 61761 

YouTube Link: https://youtube.com/live/CFwSFQh8Uqc?feature=share  
 
  

A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call 

a. Attendance by Other Means/Virtual – Roll Call Vote  
C. Pledge of Allegiance and Mission Statement 
D. Public Comments 
E. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Strategic Plan Workshop Minutes for January 19, 2024 
b. Approval of Regular Session Minutes for January 23, 2024 
c. Approval of Financial Information for January 2024 
d. Monthly Statistical Reports for January 2024 
e. Cardinal Infrastructure Federal Report 
f. Cornerstone – Illinois Weekly Update 

F. Committee Reports 
G. New Business 

a. Recommendation for Insurance Brokerage Services – Roll Call Vote 
b. Recommendation for Enterprise Resource Planning Joint Consultancy – Roll Call Vote 
c. System Performance Update – Informational  
d. Draft FY25 Budget – Informational  

H. Chairman’s Report  
I. General Manager’s Report 
J. Trustee Comments 
K. Executive Session – n/a  
L. Adjournment 
 

Connect Transit will livestream the Board of Trustees meetings when a YouTube link is provided 
on the agenda. Anyone who attends the meeting or addresses a public meeting during Public 
Comment time will be heard and may be seen on the livestream. Any audio and video 
captured will be in the recording.  

If you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, please do not attend the meeting.  

 

https://youtube.com/live/CFwSFQh8Uqc?feature=share
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Monthly Federal Update for Connect Transit 
Prepared by Cardinal Infrastructure 
Prepared February 17, 2024 
 
Congressional Update 
Both houses of Congress have left for the President’s Day recess  and will return on February 
26th.  Upon their return the major piece of pending business remains funding bills set to expire 
on March 1 and March 8th.  Appropriators believe they are on course for passage of bills to fund 
all agencies through the end of the 2024 fiscal year, however, no final agreements have been 
reached.   
 
For about half of the dozen funding bills, negotiations among top subcommittee appropriators are 
finished, according to Tom Cole (R-OK), who is vice chair of the full Appropriations 
Committee, head of its transportation and housing subpanel and also Rules Committee chief. 
 
Should congressional leaders push the spending timetable past April, or if they try to keep 
funding flat through Oct. 1, across-the-board cuts would kick in under last year’s bipartisan deal 
to raise the debt limit. That threat may not be enough to guarantee success this month, and 
Congress could override the cuts. Lingering tension over the Senate’s defunct border security 
deal and Speaker Mike Johnson’s refusal to take up its foreign aid package could still turn 
funding talks into a complicated nightmare. 
 
Federal Agency Actions of Interest 
 
Project Innovation Accelerator 
A new grant resource will soon be unveiled.  DOT is putting the final touches on a Project 
Innovation Accelerator designed to help communities address the hurdles of grant applications.  
DOT expects to support 50 grantees through this program. 
 
DOT has also revised their grant application toolkit to better help grant applications understand 
grant obligation requirements like NEPA. 
 
Safe Streets and Roads for All 
Opening Soon! Applications for the next round of Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grants 
and Neighborhood Access and Reconnecting Communities competitive grant program are 
anticipated to open in February 2024. 
 
Fernandez to Retire 
FTA Administrator Nuria Fernandez announced her retirement.  She’ll depart FTA on February 
24th and plans to spend more time with her grandchildren. 

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/ss4a/how-to-apply
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Low and No Emission NOFO 
The Federal Transit Administration today announced the availability of $1.5 billion to support 
state and local efforts to modernize aging transit fleets with low- and no-emission buses, 
renovate and construct bus facilities, and support workforce development. FTA will host a 
webinar to provide information to potential applicants, including a review of program eligibility, 
an overview of the evaluation criteria and selection considerations, and the submission process. 
February 22, 2024 from 1:00 – 2:30 pm ET.  
 
White House Summit on Bus Manufacturing 
On Wednesday, February 7th, the White House and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), in 
coordination with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA), convened a 
roundtable discussion focused on ensuring adequate U.S. manufacturing capacity to build clean 
transit buses at the scale and pace needed to meet market demand and achieve national climate 
and equity goals. 
 
The roundtable included approximately 60 representatives from U.S. transit agencies, bus 
manufacturers, component suppliers, labor unions, federal agencies, and other stakeholders.  
 
Transit agencies are invited to join FTA to learn about recommended bus procurement practices 
at a webinar scheduled for Thursday, February 29 at 2:30 PM ET. FTA presenters include: Paul 
Kincaid, Associate Administrator for Communications and Congressional Affairs, Dana Nifosi, 
Acting Chief Counsel and James Harper Jr., Director, Office of Acquisition Management 
 
FTA Makes Recommendations for Improving Bus Procurement 
FTA is also focused on strengthening U.S. bus manufacturing, which can stabilize the cost of 
new buses and accelerate delivery of new vehicles. More standardized bus models will shorten 
manufacturing timelines, so transit agencies competing for funds are encouraged to consider 
strategies to avoid customization. By prioritizing this in applications, FTA is encouraging 
improvements in bus vehicle delivery that will result in more American-built buses getting on the 
road faster. FTA issued updated FAQs, National Transit Institute procurement courses, and  
announced a best practices webinar on Feb 29.  
 
FTA is taking actions to strengthen the American bus manufacturing industry, reduce vehicle 
contract costs, and shorten vehicle delivery times, all of which is described in a Dear Colleague 
letter posted today. The guidance comes as transit agencies seek to procure buses using the 
historic investment provided by the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 
 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/low-or-no-emission-and-grants-buses-and-bus-facilities-competitive-programs-fy2024
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_hk0JyNP0QZ-h26yQ04ML0g#/registration
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_hk0JyNP0QZ-h26yQ04ML0g#/registration
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_jwY0T9ntTEqKRH-duFKwwA#/registration
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/procurement/bus-procurement
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/procurement/third-party-procurement/bus-procurement-frequently-asked-questions
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2UtY2F0YWxvZy5ydXRnZXJzLmVkdS9zZWFyY2hSZXN1bHRzLmNmbT9icmFuY2hpZD02NyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAyMDcuODk4NTEzODEifQ.jXorEl20FT_2xKqnrWeMUIa83wRrNSUCJ1z6FVwDyC0/s/2171610928/br/236707089871-l
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_jwY0T9ntTEqKRH-duFKwwA#/registration
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/procurement/dear-colleague-letter-highlighting-tools-improve-bus-procurement-and
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/procurement/dear-colleague-letter-highlighting-tools-improve-bus-procurement-and
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The Joint Office of Energy and Transportation is offering technical assistance to communities for 
building fleet transition plans. The Joint Office is also offering three webinars in February that 
will dig into several important topics related to EV deployment, permitting and site selection 
strategies and zoning. 
 
Joint Development Projects 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is issuing a new Circular 7050.1C to address joint 
development projects using FTA funds or FTA-funded property. The purpose of these changes is 
to incorporate changes made by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), implemented as the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, that amended the definition of a “capital project.” 
 
AMTRAK 
For the first time in more than eight years, the Amtrak board of directors has new members. The 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday confirmed the nominations of Christopher Koos, Anthony Coscia, and 
Joel Szabat to serve on the board, the first time the Senate has confirmed board members since 
2015. 
 
Climate Pollution Reduction Grants 
The Climate Pollution Reduction Grants (CPRG) program awards grants to states, local 
governments, tribes, and territories to develop and carry out ambitious plans for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and other harmful air pollution. Cities should engage with planning 
grant recipients now as they develop their Priority Climate Action Plans due to the U.S. EPA by 
March 1. 
 
DOT Tracking Infrastructure Spending 
In late December, the U.S. Department of Transportation began a new process of tracking how 
fast the funds provided by BIL/IIJA are being processed and spent. The new USDOT reporting 
site says it will be updated biweekly and is therefore several months ahead of any other publicly 
available budget reporting. 
 
Fleet Management 
The Joint Office of Energy and Transportation provides information about navigating cold 
weather for electric buses including its recently released Cold Weather Impacts on Electric 
School Buses. While not all these considerations may apply to transit agencies, the publication 
highlights strategies bus fleet managers can use to optimize bus performance in cold weather. 

https://driveelectric.gov/communities
https://driveelectric.gov/webinars/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-01919.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/funding-finance-resources/joint-development/joint-development-circular-c-70501c
https://www.trains.com/trn/news-reviews/news-wire/senate-confirms-three-nominees-for-amtrak-board/
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-10/cprg_planning_grant_award_status.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-10/cprg_planning_grant_award_status.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/budget/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-bil-funding-status
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/budget/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-bil-funding-status
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/budget/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-bil-funding-status
https://driveelectric.gov/files/esb-cold-weather-help-sheet.pdf
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TO:  Connect Transit Board of Directors 

FROM:  Cornerstone Government Affairs –  I llinois Team 

SUBJECT:  Legislative Update  

DATE: February 27th, 2024 
 

 

Summary 

 

This month, our team continued to follow up with House leadership, staff, and Rep. Chung regarding the 

release of Connect’s appropriation. We also reached out to the Illinois Public Transportation Association 

(IPTA) to discuss Connect’s concerns with the low threshold for IDOT approval on purchases and to see 

where we may coordinate to address these concerns on behalf of Connect and IPTA’s members.  

Additionally, we monitored the recent Governor’s budget address and updated Connect that the $3 

million we secured for the downstate transit center was included in the Governor’s proposed budget. 

With the continuance of the spring session, we have frequently updated Connect on recent bill filings. 

Our team will continue to monitor for additional legislative action that may impact your work. 

Bill Tracking 

 

Below are the bills of interest filed this Spring that we wanted to highlight for you. We would be happy 

to answer any questions on these bills, or any others included in your bill file. 

 

HB 1634 

 

Short Description:  VEH CD–CALI EMISSION STANDARDS 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Edgar Gonzalez, Jr., Janet Yang Rohr and Bob Morgan 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the Vehicle Emissions Inspection Law of 2005 of the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that, 

by December 1, 2023, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency shall adopt rules to implement the 

motor vehicle emission standards of the State of California, including, but not limited to the (1) zero-

emission vehicle program, (2) low-emission vehicle program, (3) advanced clean trucks program, and 

(4) heavy-duty low NOx omnibus program, and shall amend the rules within 6 months of any changes to 

maintain consistency with the California motor vehicle emission standards and federal clean air laws. 

Provides that the rules may incorporate by reference the California motor vehicle standards established 

in final regulations issued by the California Air Resources Board and promulgated under the California 

Health and Safety Code. Effective immediately. 
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Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/31/2024 House Assigned to Energy & Environment Committee 

 

 

HB 3904 

 

Short Description:  LOCAL OFFICIAL VACANCY POSTING 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Terra Costa Howard 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Creates the Local Official Vacancy Posting Act. Provides that a unit of local government shall post 

every elected official vacancy on its website, if the full-time staff of the municipality maintain the 

website, and the county clerk shall also post the vacancy on the county clerk website. Provides that the 

unit of local government may not fill the vacancy until the posting has been on the municipality's 

website, or the county's website if the municipality does not have full-time staff maintaining a website, 

for at least 15 days. Limits home rule powers. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/14/2024 House Assigned to Ethics & Elections 

 

 

HB 4402 

 

Short Description:  OPN MTG-EMERGENCY DEFINED 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Daniel Didech 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the Open Meetings Act. Defines the terms "bona fide emergency" and "exigent 

circumstances". Provides that, if a quorum of the members of a public body is physically present at a 

meeting, a majority of the public body may allow a member of that body to attend the meeting by other 

means if the member is prevented from physically attending because of, among other things, exigent 

circumstances concerning a family member (rather than because of, among other things, a family or 

other emergency). 
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Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/14/2024 House Assigned to Executive Committee 

 

 

HB 4602 

 

Short Description:  ONE DAY OF REST-VARIOUS 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Marcus C. Evans, Jr. 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the One Day Rest In Seven Act. Provides that the calculation of required rest days does not 

include any time that the employee is on call. Provides that an employee who voluntarily agrees to work 

on a day of rest must be paid at his or her regular hourly rate or, if applicable, at the overtime wage rate 

as required by the Illinois Minimum Wage Law. Provides that every employer shall permit its 

employees who are scheduled or expected to work (rather than are to work) for 7 1/2 continuous hours at 

least 20 minutes for a meal period beginning no later than 5 hours after the start of the work period. 

Provides that any employer, or agent or officer of an employer, has violated the Act if he or she 

discharges, takes an adverse action against, or in any other manner discriminates against any employee 

because that employee has exercised a right under the Act. Provides that the Director of Labor may 

(rather than shall) grant long term and short permits authorizing the employment of persons on days of 

rest. Makes changes in provisions concerning definitions; posting requirements; recordkeeping; and civil 

offenses. Makes other changes. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/31/2024 House Referred to Rules Committee 

 

 

HB 4915 

 

Short Description:  COUNTY TRANSPORTATION REVENUE 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Daniel Didech 
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Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the Special County Occupation Tax For Public Safety, Public Facilities, Mental Health, 

Substance Abuse, or Transportation Law of the Counties Code. Provides that the tax may be used for 

active transportation and public transportation. Makes conforming changes, including to the Law's 

name. Defines "active transportation" and "public transportation". Makes technical corrections to 

definition provisions. Amends the Simplified Sales and Use Tax Administration Act to make a 

conforming change. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/7/2024 House Referred to Rules Committee 

 

 

HB 5277 

 

Short Description:  TRANSIT-TO-TRAILS PROGRAM 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Justin Slaughter 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the Department of Transportation Law of the Civil Administrative Code of Illinois. 

Requires the Secretary of Transportation to establish a program through which the Secretary shall award 

grants to eligible entities for projects that facilitate travel by public transportation to public outdoor 

recreation sites for outdoor activities, including hiking, biking, boating, picnicking, hunting, fishing, 

wildlife observation, or other nature-based activities. Provides that the Secretary shall offer grants 

through the Transit to Trails program on an annual basis. Requires the Department of Transportation to 

adopt rules necessary to implement and administer the program. Provides that, in considering grant 

applications, the Department shall prioritize projects with demonstrated intent to enhance access to 

outdoor recreation opportunities for populations in greatest need of improved access to outdoor nature-

based recreation. Requires the Department to provide technical assistance in preparing grant applications 

to applicants upon request. Provides that implementation of the grant program is subject to appropriation 

by the General Assembly. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/9/2024 House Referred to Rules Committee 
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HB 5360 

 

Short Description:  LOCAL TRANSIT-BUS STOP BENCHES 

 

House Sponsors 

Rep. Mary Beth Canty 

Synopsis As Introduced 

      Amends the Metropolitan Transit Authority Act, the Local Mass Transit District Act, and the 

Regional Transportation Authority Act. Provides that, subject to appropriation, a local mass transit 

district, the Chicago Transit Authority, and the Suburban Bus Board must install one bench at each of 

the entity's public bus stops if the bus stop does not already have a bench installed. Allows a local mass 

transit district, the Authority, and the Board to install the benches in an order specified by the entities as 

funding is provided to the entity. Limits the concurrent exercise of home rule powers, except for 

reasonable restrictions on the location of the bench. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/9/2024 House Referred to Rules Committee 

 

 

SB 1556 

 

Short Description:  EPA-CLEAN TRANSPORT STANDARD 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. David Koehler-Sue Rezin-Cristina Castro-Steve Stadelman-Christopher Belt and Michael E. 

Hastings 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Environmental Protection Act. Provides that, to the extent allowed by federal law, the 

Environmental Protection Agency shall propose, within 12 months after the amendatory Act's effective 

date, and the Pollution Control Board shall adopt, within 12 months after receipt of the Agency's 

proposal, rules establishing a clean transportation standard to reduce carbon intensity from the on-road 

transportation sector by 20% by 2038, with further reductions to be implemented at the discretion of the 

Agency based upon advances in technology. Contains requirements for the Board rules and for the clean 

transportation standard. Exempts aviation fuels from the clean transportation standard. Provides that 

producers of sustainable aviation fuel shall be eligible to generate monetary credits on an opt-in basis 

that may be applied to future obligations or traded to providers not meeting the clean transportation 

standard. Requires the Agency to submit a report to the General Assembly detailing the implementation 

of the clean transportation standard, the reductions in greenhouse gas emissions that have been achieved 

through the clean transportation standard, and targets for future reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 

from the transportation sector. Contains other provisions. Effective immediately. 
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Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/10/2024 Senate Re-assigned to Energy and Public Utilities 

 

 

SB 2321 

 

Short Description:  RIGHT TO PRIVACY-DRUG TEST 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Robert Peters 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act. Provides that an employer may not refuse to hire 

an individual or discipline an employee because results of an individual's drug test indicate the presence 

of THC on the part of that individual. Permits an employer to enforce a pre-employment drug testing 

policy, zero-tolerance drug testing policy, random drug testing policy, or a drug-free workplace policy 

or disciplining an employee for violating such policy, but provides that an employer may not take 

adverse action against an employee solely because of a positive drug test for cannabis unless the test 

result exceeds limits set forth in certain DUI provisions of the Illinois Vehicle Code. Sets forth 

conditions under which an employer may discipline an employee for impairment. Provides that there is 

not a cause of action for any person against an employer for disciplining or terminating the employment 

of an individual when enforcing a compliant policy. Amends the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act. 

Repeals provisions concerning employment and employer liability. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/8/2024 Senate To Subcommittee on Cannabis 

 

 

SB 2691 

 

Short Description:  EMPLOYEE SICK LEAVE-NOTICE 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Laura Fine 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the Employee Sick Leave Act. Provides that an employer may limit the use of personal sick 

leave benefits provided by the employer for absences due to an illness, injury, medical appointment, or 

personal care of the employee's covered family member to an amount not less than the personal sick 

leave that would be earned or accrued during 9 months (rather than 6 months) at the employee's then 
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current rate of entitlement. Provides that, for employers who base personal sick leave benefits on an 

employee's years of service instead of annual or monthly accrual, such employer may limit the amount 

of sick leave to be used under this Act to three-fourths of the employee's maximum annual grant (rather 

than half of the employee's maximum annual grant). Provides that an employer may not require an 

employee to provide advance notice of his or her use of personal sick leave benefits. Makes a 

corresponding change. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  1/10/2024 Senate Referred to Assignments 

 

 

SB 2939 

 

Short Description:  ONE DAY OF REST-VARIOUS 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Cristina Castro 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Amends the One Day Rest In Seven Act. Provides that the calculation of required rest days does not 

include any time that the employee is on call. Provides that an employee who voluntarily agrees to work 

on a day of rest must be paid at his or her regular hourly rate or, if applicable, at the overtime wage rate 

as required by the Illinois Minimum Wage Law. Provides that every employer shall permit its 

employees who are scheduled or expected to work (rather than are to work) for 7 1/2 continuous hours at 

least 20 minutes for a meal period beginning no later than 5 hours after the start of the work period. 

Provides that any employer, or agent or officer of an employer, has violated the Act if he or she 

discharges, takes an adverse action against, or in any other manner discriminates against any employee 

because that employee has exercised a right under the Act. Provides that the Director of Labor may 

(rather than shall) grant long term and short permits authorizing the employment of persons on days of 

rest. Makes changes in provisions concerning definitions; posting requirements; recordkeeping; and civil 

offenses. Makes other changes. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/21/2024 Senate Postponed - Labor 
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SB 3160 

 

Short Description:  CARBON FUEL STANDARDS ACT 

 

Senate Sponsors 

Sen. Cristina Castro 

 

Synopsis As Introduced 

     Creates the Low Carbon Fuel Standards Program Act. Establishes the Low Carbon Standards 

Program to be administered by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. Provides that the Program 

shall establish declining carbon intensity standards, expressed in terms of the carbon intensity of 

transportation fuels, to be achieved during each compliance period. Provides that providers of 

transportation fuel must demonstrate that the mix of fuels they supply for use in Illinois meets the 

carbon intensity benchmarks of the program for each annual compliance period. Effective immediately. 

 

Last Action  

Date Chamber  Action 

  2/6/2024 Senate Referred to Assignments 

 

 

General Legislative Updates 

103rd ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Both chambers returned to session Tuesday, February 20 through Thursday, February 22, with the 

Governor delivering his combined State of the State and Budget Address on February 21. While 

committee hearings were scheduled for the week, the primary focus was on the Governor’s budget and 

policy priorities. Committee hearings will significantly ramp up in March. 

There was an avalanche of bill filings in the week leading up to the bill filing deadline -- 952 House 

Bills and 816 Senate Bills were filed just last week. There were already 762 House Bills and 694 Senate 

Bills previously filed for consideration in the 2024 legislative session. Below are some highlights of 

recent bill filings: 

• Artificial Intelligence: Several bills were filed to regulate artificial intelligence; see a summary 

here.  

• Elected CPS Board: Senate President Harmon filed SB 3757, creating a hybrid appointed/elected 

process to transition from an appointed to a fully elected Chicago School Board.  

• Legalize “Magic Mushrooms”: Senator Ventura filed SB 3695 which would allow for the sale, 

use, or personal possession of psilocybin (commonly referred to as magic mushrooms) in 

Illinois. Companion legislation, HB 1 (Ford), is assigned to the House Executive Committee. 

Read more here.  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:01bb9d41-8c1a-408d-a70a-4ea6ee43835a
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=3757&GAID=17&SessionID=112&LegID=153824
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3695&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153699&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=1&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=141832&SessionID=112
https://www.senatorventura.com/news/press-releases/81-ventura-introduces-bill-to-legalize-psilocybin-in-illinois-under-limited-use-to-treat-mental-health-conditions
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• Foreign Countries of Concern: Republicans in both chambers filed legislation to regulate the 

influence from foreign countries of concern. A summary is here. 

• Prescription Medication: The cost of and access to prescription medications is the subject of 

several pieces of legislation filed last week. See a recap here.  

• IML Agenda: The Illinois Municipal League’s Legislative Agenda is here. 

• Captive Audience Meetings: The Illinois AFL-CIO spring agenda includes SB 3649 (Peters) and 

HB 5572 (Evans) which protect all workers from unwanted religious and political speech in the 

workplace. According to the union, these mandatory captive audience meetings subject 

employees to the religious or political views of the employer during work hours. 

• Fantasy Sports Regulation: Legislation creating the Fantasy Sports Consumer Protection Act 

would authorize the Illinois Gaming Board to regulate the conduct of fantasy contest operators. 

The companion bills are HB 5648 (Delgado) SB 3710 (Collins). The bills codify into state law 

that fantasy sports games are a game of skill, not sports wagering. A statement from Senator 

Collins says, “The proposed legislation aims to not only protect the hundreds of thousands of 

fantasy sports fans across Illinois but also the integrity of the games they enjoy ... while 

promoting innovation and removing barriers to growth that threaten the fantasy sport industry.” 

• Warehouse Worker Protection: Companion bills were filed to create the Warehouse Worker 

Protection Act - SB 3272 (Villanueva) and HB 4825 (Olickal).  

• Consumer Legal Funding: SB 3314 (Cunningham) allows for refinancing of consumer legal 

funding; the House has a companion bill in Representative Tarver’s HB 4614.  

• College Athletes: HB 5625 (Buckner) allows collegiate athletes to be eligible for worker’s 

compensation. 

• Abortion/Gender Affirming Care: HB 4876 (Stava-Murray) The Abused and Neglected Child 

Reporting Act would apply to parents and guardians who refuse to allow their children access to 

“necessary medical care, including, but not limited to, primary care services, abortion services, 

or gender-affirming services.” Further allows minors to consent to the performance of abortion 

services and gender-affirming services.  

• HB 5152 (Cassidy) allows individuals and health care providers who leave states with laws 

limiting access to gender-affirming medical care and abortion to receive a $500 tax credit if they 

move to Illinois. The tax credit would also be extended to public school teachers who relocate to 

Illinois because of “content-based restrictions” in their home state that prevent them from 

addressing subjects like race, gender identity or sexual orientation in the classroom. 

• Assisted Suicide: Creating the End-of-Life Options for Terminally Ill Patients Act is the focus of 

SB 3499 (Holmes). Under the measure, qualified patients with a terminal disease could request 

aid-in-dying medication from physicians.  

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:us:cac9c9f8-7b88-4536-9040-8896f8591570
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:0f24a184-bde4-4545-ae1c-2a47444ad038
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ea07d4c5-75b8-4326-a824-2a2b5a3ec04e
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&DocNum=3649&GAID=17&SessionID=112&LegID=153595
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=5572&GAID=17&SessionID=112&LegID=153948
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5648&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=154050&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3710&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153759&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3272&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=152611&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4825&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=152634&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3314&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=152717&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4614&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=151961&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5625&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=154019&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4876&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=152735&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5152&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=153263&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3499&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153199&SessionID=112
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• Carbon Dioxide Pipeline Moratorium: HB 4835 (Moeller) and SB 3441 (McClure) creates the 

Safety Moratorium on Carbon Dioxide Pipelines Act. 

• Hospital Staffing Levels: SB 3709 (Collins) and HB 5320 (Buckner) address staffing levels in 

hospitals. SB 3217 (Ventura) increases the fine for a hospital that fails to implement a written 

staffing plan for nursing service.  

• Minors Consumption of Alcohol: HB 4945 (Cabello) allows individuals aged 18 and 21 to 

consume alcohol, including at licensed establishments, as long as they are with their parents.  

 

2024 Key Dates and Session Deadlines: 

March 15:  Senate Committee Deadline for Senate Bills 

March 19:  Primary Election 

April 5:  House Committee Deadline for House Bills 

April 12:  Senate Third Reading Deadline  

April 19:  House Third Reading Deadline 

May 3:  Committee Deadline for Bills in the Opposite Chamber 

May 17:  House and Senate Third Reading Deadline for Bills in the Opposite Chamber 

May 24:  Adjournment 

May 25 – 31:  Contingent Session Days 

 

 

GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS: 

Department on Aging: Governor JB Pritzker appointed Mary Killough, a lifelong advocate for seniors, 

as the next director of the Illinois Department on Aging. She currently is Vice President of Operations 

and Government Relations for AccentCare, a national home health and hospice services provider. 

Killough is a licensed attorney with over 30 years' experience serving Illinois’ senior population, 

including being Deputy Director of IDoA from 2011-2015.  

Illinois Works Funding Awarded: Over $18 million in funding was awarded to 36 recipients to expand 

the Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program – an undertaking to ensure a qualified talent pipeline of 

diverse candidates in construction and the building trades. Specifically, DCEO uses Illinois Works to 

expand its statewide network of providers to recruit, prescreen, and provide pre-apprenticeship skills 

training. The Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program also helps its graduates transition to a full 

apprenticeship program in construction and building trades. Read more here.  

Lead Service Line Replacement Grants: The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is offering 

nearly $6.6 million to help communities meet the requirements of the Lead Service Line Replacement 

and Notification Act (LSLRN Act). This is the fourth offering of the Lead Service Line Inventory (LSLI) 

Grant Program. Through it, local governments receive between $20,000 - $50,000 to create a complete 

lead service line inventory. 

https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=4835&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=152659&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3441&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153082&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3709&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=153758&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=5320&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=153543&SessionID=112
https://ilga.gov/legislation/billstatus.asp?DocNum=3217&GAID=17&GA=103&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=152510&SessionID=112
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=4945&GAID=17&SessionID=112&LegID=152851
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29636-Gov._Pritzker_Awards_Over_$18_Million_in_Grant_Funding_through_the_Illinois_Works_Pre-Apprenticeship_Program.pdf
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The latest LSLI Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), and all required forms and information, can be 

found on the Illinois EPA website at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/public-water-

users/lsli-grant-opportunity.html. Applications for the LSLI Grant Program will be accepted from 

February 15, 2024 until funding has been expended. All applicants must pre-qualify through the 

Grant Accountability and Transparency Act Grantee Portal. Read more here.  

Paratransit Vehicles: The Illinois Department of Transportation announced that more than 500 

paratransit vehicles have been awarded to 113 transit providers through its Consolidated Vehicle 

Procurement Program. The grants help providers offer safe, reliable and accessible transportation 

options in their communities. The vehicles will be delivered to public transportation providers as well as 

nonprofit organizations serving seniors and individuals with disabilities. Read more here. A list of 

awardees is here.  

Gubernatorial Appointments: Governor Pritzker appointed the following: 

• Beverly Potts will continue to serve as a Member of the Capital Development Board. 

• Shaneal Clayborne will serve as a Member of the Energy Workforce Advisory Council. 

• Eric Echevarria will serve as a Member of the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority. 

• Stephani Becker will serve as a Member of the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory 

Committee. 

• Lila Valinoti will serve as a Member of the Illinois Health Benefits Exchange Advisory 

Committee. 

• Raychel Wesley will serve as a Commissioner on the Illinois Workers’ Compensation 

Commission. 

• Esther Sciammarella will continue to serve as a Member of the State Board of Health. 

 

 

OTHER NEWS:  

Assault Weapons Ban: Two gun rights organizations are asking the Supreme Court of the United States 

to review Illinois’ Assault Weapons Ban. The National Association for Gun Rights and the Firearms 

Policy Coalition both filed petitions Monday asking the court to reverse a decision of the 7th Circuit 

Court of Appeals. Read more here.  

Migrant Update: On Thursday, Governor JB Pritzker and Cook County Board President Toni 

Preckwinkle pledged their commitment to a joint funding plan to ensure shelter, wraparound services 

and healthcare remain available for migrants sent from the Texas border. Officials estimate that an 

additional $321 million is needed to maintain shelter and services for 2024. Pritzker and Preckwinkle are 

pledging over $250 million to help close this gap; the allocation is on top of previously committed 

funding. Read more here.  

 

https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/public-water-users/lsli-grant-opportunity.html
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/drinking-water/public-water-users/lsli-grant-opportunity.html
https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29638-IEPA_Announces_Fourth_Round_of_Lead_Service_Line_Grant_Program.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29640-IL_transit_providers_getting_$57.1_million_in_new_vehicles_through_IDOT%E2%80%99s_Consolidated_Vehicle_Procurement_Program.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/29640-Consolidated_Vehicle_Procurement_Awards.pdf
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/NEWS/gun-rights-groups-ask-scotus-to-review-illinois-assault-weapons-ban
https://gov.illinois.gov/news/press-release.29639.html


 

 
 
 

MEMO 

Date:  February 27, 2024 

To:  Board of Trustees 

From:  Brady Lange, Procurement Director 

Subject: Insurance Brokerage Services 

 
 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the General Manager to execute a contract with Marsh McLennan Agency (MMA) for 
Employee Benefits and Property/Casualty Insurance Brokerage Services for a term of five years for 
a not-to-exceed total of $78,300 annually. 
 
Background: 
Connect Transit has used the services of a brokerage firm to solicit and contract for all our 
insurance needs. Brokerage firms have the expertise needed to negotiate preferred insurance 
rates with various carriers, assist employees throughout open enrollment, offer many value-added 
services to help manage costs, and provide risk assessment services to prevent claims. 
 
Discussion: 
Connect Transit issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) seeking proposals for employee benefits and 
property/casualty brokerage services. The RFP allowed for a single contract for both services or for 
them to be split into separate contracts. Six proposals were received but one was deemed 
unresponsive. The accepted proposals were received from the following vendors:  Aurthur J. 
Gallagher Risk Management Services, Clemens & Associates, Cottingham & Butler, Ledgestone, 
and MMA. All but one proposal received was for both services, so each service was evaluated 
individually to allow for independent ranking of services. The proposals were evaluated on the 
qualifications of each firm, their approach to addressing the needs identified in the scope of work, 
interviews conducted with the primary account representatives, contract cost, and value-added 
services offered. MMA was identified as the top proposal for both services because they: 
 

• developed a public sector group to better serve municipal and government clients. 
• provide HR compliance and employee training resources. 
• provide unique insurance options for future potential cost savings. 

 
MMA is currently the incumbent contract holder for the property/casualty brokerage services and 
has over 170 offices across the U.S. and Canada with their local office being in Schaumburg,  and 
has a team of over 10,000 people. Upon award, they will begin evaluating current insurance 
offerings and solicit proposals on our behalf for the various insurance products offered as part of 



 

our employee benefits packages. This contract award is contingent upon IDOT Pre-Award 
concurrence. 
 
Financial Impact 
The total not-to-exceed value for these services over the term of the five-year contract utilizing 
operating funds is $78,300. 



 

 

MEMO 

Date:  February 27, 2024 

To:  Board of Trustees 

From:  Brady Lange, Procurement Director 

Subject: Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Joint Consultancy 

 
 
Recommendation: 
Authorize the General Manager to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) with 
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District (MTD), Rockford Mass Transit District (RMTD), and 
MetroLINK (Quad Cities) to enter into a joint consultancy effort to assist in facilitating the 
procurement of an Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system to replace their existing Avail 
Technology (FleetNet) ERP System. 
 
Background: 
The current Avail/FleetNet software has become increasingly unstable, even upon moving the 
software to the cloud hosted version, which was supposed to improve compatibility, stability, and 
provide frequent updates including modernization. Recent challenges experienced with 
Avail/FleetNet include various user interface problems that have gone unrepaired for many 
months, database design flaws allowing for duplicate entry of data, and inability to resolve issues 
with support in a timely manner. There is no timeline for these proposed improvements and 
many previous timelines have not been achieved. 
 
Discussion: 
Many other peer agencies throughout Illinois use Avail/FleetNet and have experienced similar 
challenges with the software that have created concerns about the long-term viability of the 
product. This led to a group of agencies beginning discussions regarding our plans and needs for 
an ERP software replacement. MTD took the lead in defining the needs of each agency and 
worked to contract with a consultant to help facilitate the replacement of the software. MTD 
executed a contract with the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) and intends to 
proceed through this process either alone or jointly with peer agencies. 
 
Working with peer agencies has many advantages over proceeding alone in this process. First, by 
working jointly the cost of the project will be substantially less for all agencies. We anticipate 
learning valuable process improvements by participating in a thorough evaluation of financial, 
maintenance, and human resources processes and systems the peer agencies utilize. In addition, 
working with peer agencies to procure the same or similar software will provide future support 
cost savings and efficiencies through the ability to share problems and solutions with colleagues. 
 
 



 

Timeline 
We anticipate this project will last over the next 18 to 24 months. This timeline includes all the 
tasks identified in GFOA’s proposal which include: 
 

• Project Planning 
• Interviews of Agency Stakeholders and Information Gathering 
• Requirements for Software and Business Processes 
• Readiness Guide 
• Feedback from Agency Stakeholders 
• RFP Development 
• Evaluation Criteria Development 
• Facilitation of Agency Evaluation of RFP Responses 
• Facilitation of Contract Negotiations Between Agencies and Chosen Vendors 
• Implementation Oversight 
• Business Process Workshop 

 
Financial Impact 
The MTD Board of Trustees has approved a contract with the Government Finance Officers 
Association (GFOA) for a not-to-exceed total of $350,000 for the entirety of the joint contract. The 
IGA allows agencies to participate in only the stages of the project that are needed for their 
agency so it is unlikely that all agencies will split the costs evenly. Each agency will split each 
phase amongst those that participate. In addition, the implementation phase of this project is still 
undefined due to not knowing the level of work required to implement unknown software. As 
such, we are seeking approval for this as not-to-exceed total of $150,000 to apply to this joint 
consultancy effort. The project is an allowable operating expense through the Illinois Downstate 
Operating Assistance Program and will be accounted for in our upcoming operating budget(s). 
 
Of note, this joint consultancy IGA does not include the software itself and we anticipate bringing 
contract recommendations for various software to the Board of Trustees within the next 12 – 18 
months. 
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